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Local residents up for awards

Austin Under 40 honors young professionals for service

BY ASHLEY CLARY

Today some Oak Hill residentsand
workers mayjoin theranks of Lance
Armstrong, Mayor Will Wynn and
Michael Dell.

Tonight at the Austin Music Hall
at 6 p.m., Austinites are gathering
to honor some of our town’s best
and brightest at the Austin Un-
der 40 Awards (Au40). The Au40
was started to recognize men and
women who have achieved great
success in their chosen careers as
well as demonstrated outstanding
community service. Five of the 50
finalists either live
or work in the Oak
Hill area. They are
Gerardo Interiano,
Natalie Kennedy,
Jeff McAdams, Eric
Cunningham, and
Eva Maria Garza.

Gerardo Interiano,
District Director of
the 21st Congres-
sional District, is
nominated in the
Government/Pub-
lic Affairs category.
Hired by Congress-
man Lamar Smith
as his 2006 Cam-
paign Manager and
later promoted, he
oversees the operations of Austin,
San Antonio and much of the Hill
Country.

“It was quite a surprise when I
found out that my wife wanted to
nominate me,” Interiano said. “It is
an extremely humbling experience
to be nominated, but even more so
when it's done by someone whom
you respect and love; especially
when you realize who you have
been nominated with, as well as past
nominees.”

In addition to his political work,
Interiano is President of the Parish
Council at St. Mary’s Cathedral and
Treasurer of the Children’s Medi-
cal Foundation Uptown Circle of
Friends, which is a fundraising arm
for the Dell Children’s Hospital. He
alsoservedasamember of the AISD
Young Men’s Leadership Academy
Task Force.

Gerardo Interiano

When asked about his future goals,
Interiano told the Gazette: “At this
point in time, I'm focusing on my
currentresponsibilities, not theleast
of which is passing the Bar Exam.
Aside from that, I'm extremely
happy where I am in my position
with Congressman Smith. He is
certainly quite an inspiration and
someone that has shaped my goals
in my many ways. Someone once
told me: ‘If you want to make God
laugh, tell him your plans. So as for
politics, I figure I'll leave the future
to take care of itself. Austin is a city
that I love and I hope to be able to
raise a family here
one day”

Natalie Kennedy, an-
other nominee in the
Business/Entrepre-
neurship category, is
owner and CEO of
Kennedy Creative, a
destination manage-
ment company.

“I have always had
a passion for events.
My love of the indus-
trybegan 13 yearsago
whenIwasproducing
eventsinamarketing
roleforanadvertising
agency,” Kennedy
said. “T learned a lot
along the way...[and
the] thought of taking all of that
knowledge and starting a company
onmy ownjustseemedlikeanatural
next step.

Kennedy Creative has planned
events for Microsoft, Mercedes
Benz, Texas Parks & Wildlife Foun-
dation and the Dell Corporation.

“I think Kennedy Creative stands
apart from other destination man-
agement companies because of the
group of well-trained professionals
we have on our team,” Kennedy
said.

“When it comes to creating an
event, we ask as many questions we
can to uncover the client’s objective
before we theme it out. We want to
be able to paint the full picture of
the event in our mind so we can
bring that picture to life. Along with
experience and know-how, we just
love what we do. We all have a pas-

sion for the industry and it shows
in our work.

“When I received the phone call
from an AU40 rep tellingme Iwasa
finalist, myinitial reaction was amix
of excitementand surprise. My team
was thrilled. Theyknow I alwayslove
a reason to celebrate!”

Jeft McAdams, founder of High-
erOut, a recruiting and consult-
ing firm, was nominated in the
Technology and Services category
of Au40.

“Thisisverymeaningful tome, both
personally and professionally,” Mc-
Adams said. “At HigherOut, we've
always taken pride in our personal
consultative approach because we
fully believe it is exactly what this
industry needs. I'm honored to
be recognized among this distin-
guished list of finalists””

Both Eric Cunningham and Eva
Maria Garza were nominated in
the Youth/Education category.
Cunningham teaches English to
freshmen and coaches at Bowie
High School and Garzaisa Program
Facilitator at Austin High School.

“One of my English and coaching
colleagues nominated me. I was
shocked at first not believing my
contributions were up with the many
active people in Austin,” Cunning-
ham said. “Personally, I don’t feel
as I have put in any more time or
energy thanany other hard-working
English teacher, buthaving my ninth
grade team want me to mentor them
as a ninth grade team leader was
enough recognition for me.”

The event, hosted by the Young
Women's Alliance and the Young
Men’s Business league, will begin
tonight at 6 p.m. with a VIP Recep-
tion honoring the Au40 sponsors
and finalists (invitation required).
The evening will include cocktail
hour, dinner, a silent auction and
the awards presentation. All pro-
ceeds from ticket sales will go to the
Austin Sunshine Camps and Young
Women’s Alliance Foundation.
Because of last year’s attendees and
sponsors, Au40 raised over $20,000
for these causes. For more informa-
tion contact info@austinunder40.
org or visit the event’s website at
http://www.austinunder40.org.

Spring Home & Garden issue - coming next week!
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Mark A. Thompson, DDS, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics

Pioneer in Invisalign® treatment since 1999

Shorter treatment times & increased comfort
using modern materials & techniques
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The inaugural season at
The Long Center for the Performing Arts will provide
entertainment unlike anything Austin has ever seen.

Long

Center

MARCH 6-9 Join us as we open the doors to our
Sneak Peek Free to the Public Open House

For more information on events,
performances and tickets visit
www.thelongcenter.org
or call the 3M Box Office
at 474-LONG (5664).

The Sneak Peek Free to the Public Open House is presented in partnership with H-E-B,
JPMorganChase, Wells Fargo, The Wachovia Foundation, lzze, City of Austin, Austin Convention
Center, KUT, Texas Disposal Systems, Front Gate Tickets, Time Warner Cable, Grande

Communications, Midnight Lighting and Big House Sound.* *at time of print, February 22



